PEEFACE.

THE Secret Correspondence established by Louis XV.
in 1750-1752, originally for the purpose of gratifying
the Prince de Coiiti's ambition for sovereignty, in the
interests of Poland, and of securing the alliance and
co-operation of several of the smaller Powers, against
the aggression of Austria and Eussia, proved, in course
of years, of inestimable benefit to the King, personally.
Insuperable timidity, and the consciousness of a lack of
self-confidence, were weaknesses that ill-befitted an
absolute monarch, for Louis XV. could never summon
courau'c to confront his ministers. The Chevalier D'Eon
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de Beaumont very tersely portrays the besetting sin of
his sovereign, where he describes it as a deficiency in the
needed strength of character to control, as became a
Icing, his ministers and ambassadors, all of whom he
mistrusted, and avoided, making reparation in secret for
the follies they committed publicly. ' Apres nous le
deluge' are the well-known words of comfort offered by
the Marquise de Pompadour, into whose hands the
direction of affairs was lapsing, when seeing the King
sorely oppressed with grief upon learning the news of
the disaster at Bosbach ; and perhaps it is true that the
secret correspondence, of the existence of which the
favourite was entirely ignorant, was useful in averting